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Buying a home in Toronto and the GTA is one of the biggest decisions you will make. This

guide gives you a clear, step-by-step path — so you move with confidence and avoid the

costly surprises that catch many buyers off guard.

01  Get Pre-Approved First
A pre-approval tells you exactly what you can afford and holds your rate while you shop. It also makes

your offer far stronger when it counts.

Know the difference between pre-qualification (an estimate) and pre-approval (a verified commitment).

02  Define Your Must-Haves
Separate needs from wants before you tour.

● Location, commute, and transit access.
● Property type and size for your next 5+ years.
● Schools, amenities, and future resale.

03  Understand the Full Cost
Your purchase price is only part of the picture. Budget for:

● Down payment and, if under 20%, mortgage default insurance.
● Ontario land transfer tax — plus the additional Toronto municipal LTT inside the city.
● Legal fees, home inspection, appraisal, and moving costs.

First-time buyers may qualify for land transfer tax rebates — ask me to check your eligibility.

04  Tour Smart
Look past the staging. I help you read the bones of a home — layout, light, age of major systems, signs

of water, and renovation potential.

05  Make a Competitive Offer
In a multiple-offer market, structure wins. We balance price with deposit, conditions, and an irrevocable

period that keeps you protected without losing the home.

06  Inspection and Closing
Due diligence protects your investment. After conditions are met, your lawyer manages adjustments and

title, and we count down to keys.
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BUYER READINESS CHECKLIST

■  Mortgage pre-approval in hand

■  Down payment and closing costs saved

■  Must-have criteria defined

■  Land transfer tax estimated (Ontario + Toronto)

■  First-time buyer rebates checked

■  Inspection and lawyer lined up

This guide is general information for Toronto and GTA buyers and is not legal, tax, or financial advice. Taxes, rebates, and lending rules
change — confirm specifics with the appropriate professional.


